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Collect
Let your merciful ears, O Lord,
be open to the prayers of your humble servants;
and that they may obtain their petitions
make them to ask such things as shall please you;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Ezekiel 36. 22-28
A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel.
Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God: It is not for your
sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name,
which you have profaned among the nations to which you came. I will sanctify
my great name, which has been profaned among the nations, and which you
have profaned among them; and the nations shall know that I am the Lord, says
the Lord God, when through you I display my holiness before their eyes. I will
take you from the nations, and gather you from all the countries, and bring you
into your own land. I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean
from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. A new
heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will remove
from your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my
spirit within you, and make you follow my statutes and be careful to observe my
ordinances. Then you shall live in the land that I gave to your ancestors; and you
shall be my people, and I will be your God.
For the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 51. 7-12
R: Make me a clean heart, O God.
Behold, you desire truth deep within me
and shall make me understand wisdom
in the depths of my heart.
Purge me with hyssop and I shall be clean;
wash me and I shall be whiter than snow. R:
Make me hear of joy and gladness,
that the bones you have broken may rejoice.
Turn your face from my sins
and blot out all my misdeeds. R:
Make me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence
and take not your holy spirit from me. R:
Matthew 22. 1-14
Alleluia. Alleluia.
Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening;
you have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia.
The Lord be with you
And also with you.
Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to Saint Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: ‘The kingdom of heaven
may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his
slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they
would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, “Tell those who have been
invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been
slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.” But they
made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while

the rest seized his slaves, maltreated them, and killed them. The king was
enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their
city. Then he said to his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but those invited were
not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to
the wedding banquet.” Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all
whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with
guests.
‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was
not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, “Friend, how did you get in
here without a wedding robe?” And he was speechless.Then the king said to the
attendants, “Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” For many are called, but
few are chosen.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Prayer over the Gifts
O Lord, our strength and our song,
open to us the gates of righteousness,
that we may enter through them and give you thanks;
may we know your light and your salvation
and receive the blessings of your house;
whose steadfast love endures for ever and ever. Amen.
Post Communion Prayer
God of our pilgrimage,
you have willed that the gate of mercy
should stand open for those who trust in you:
look upon us with your favour
that we who follow the path of your will
may never wander from the way of life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

