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Collect
Let your merciful ears, O Lord,
be open to the prayers of your humble servants;
and that they may obtain their petitions
make them to ask such things as shall please you;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Ezekiel 24. 15-24
A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel.
The word of the Lord came to me: Mortal, with one blow I am about to take
away from you the delight of your eyes; yet you shall not mourn or weep, nor
shall your tears run down. Sigh, but not aloud; make no mourning for the dead.
Bind on your turban, and put your sandals on your feet; do not cover your
upper lip or eat the bread of mourners. So I spoke to the people in the morning,
and at evening my wife died. And on the next morning I did as I was
commanded.
Then the people said to me, ‘Will you not tell us what these things mean for us,
that you are acting in this way?’ Then I said to them: The word of the Lord came
to me: Say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God: I will profane my
sanctuary, the pride of your power, the delight of your eyes, and your heart’s
desire; and your sons and your daughters whom you left behind shall fall by the
sword. And you shall do as I have done; you shall not cover your upper lip or
eat the bread of mourners. Your turbans shall be on your heads and your sandals
on your feet; you shall not mourn or weep, but you shall pine away in your
iniquities and groan to one another. Thus Ezekiel shall be a sign to you; you shall

do just as he has done. When this comes, then you shall know that I am the
Lord God.
For the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 79. 1-8
R: Lord, remember your compassion and your love.
O God, the heathen have come into your heritage;
your holy temple have they defiled
and made Jerusalem a heap of stones.
The dead bodies of your servants they have given
to be food for the birds of the air,
and the flesh of your faithful to the beasts of the field. R:
Their blood have they shed like water
on every side of Jerusalem,
and there was no one to bury them.
We have become the taunt of our neighbours,
the scorn and derision of those that are round about us.
Lord, how long will you be angry, for ever?
How long will your jealous fury blaze like fire? R:
Pour out your wrath upon the nations that have not known you,
and upon the kingdoms that have not called upon your name.
For they have devoured Jacob
and laid waste his dwelling place.
Remember not against us our former sins;
let your compassion make haste to meet us,
for we are brought very low. R:
Matthew 19. 16-22
Alleluia. Alleluia.
Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening;
you have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia.

The Lord be with you
And also with you.
Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to Saint Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Someone came to Jesus and said, ‘Teacher, what good deed must I do to have
eternal life?’ And he said to him, ‘Why do you ask me about what is good?
There is only one who is good. If you wish to enter into life, keep the
commandments.’ He said to him, ‘Which ones?’ And Jesus said, ‘You shall not
murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear
false witness; Honour your father and mother; also, You shall love your
neighbour as yourself.’ The young man said to him, ‘I have kept all these; what
do I still lack?’ Jesus said to him, ‘If you wish to be perfect, go, sell your
possessions, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in
heaven; then come, follow me.’ When the young man heard this word, he went
away grieving, for he had many possessions.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Prayer over the Gifts
O Lord, our strength and our song,
open to us the gates of righteousness,
that we may enter through them and give you thanks;
may we know your light and your salvation
and receive the blessings of your house;
whose steadfast love endures for ever and ever. Amen.
Post Communion Prayer
God of our pilgrimage,
you have willed that the gate of mercy
should stand open for those who trust in you:
look upon us with your favour
that we who follow the path of your will
may never wander from the way of life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

