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God of peace,
who in the poverty of the blessed Clare
gave us a clear light to shine in the darkness of this world:
give us grace so to follow in her footsteps
that we may, at the last, rejoice with her in your eternal glory;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Ezekiel 2. 8 – 3. 4
A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel.
But you, mortal, hear what I say to you; do not be rebellious like that rebellious
house; open your mouth and eat what I give you. I looked, and a hand was
stretched out to me, and a written scroll was in it. He spread it before me; it
had writing on the front and on the back, and written on it were words of
lamentation and mourning and woe.
He said to me, O mortal, eat what is offered to you; eat this scroll, and go,
speak to the house of Israel. So I opened my mouth, and he gave me the scroll to
eat. He said to me, Mortal, eat this scroll that I give you and fill your stomach
with it. Then I ate it; and in my mouth it was as sweet as honey.
He said to me: Mortal, go to the house of Israel and speak my very words to
them.
For the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 119. 65-72
R:

O Lord, teach me your statutes.

You have dealt graciously with your servant,
according to your word, O Lord.
O teach me true understanding and knowledge,
for I have trusted in your commandments. R:
Before I was afflicted I went astray,
but now I keep your word.
You are gracious and do good;
O Lord, teach me your statutes. R:
The proud have smeared me with lies,
but I will keep your commandments with my whole heart.
Their heart has become gross with fat,
but my delight is in your law. R:
It is good for me that I have been afflicted,
that I may learn your statutes.
The law of your mouth is dearer to me
than a hoard of gold and silver. R:
Matthew 18. 1-5, 10, 12-14
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening;
you have the words of eternal life. Alleluia!
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
The Lord be with you
And also with you.
Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to Saint Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

The disciples came to Jesus and asked, ‘Who is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?’ He called a child, whom he put among them, and said, ‘Truly I tell
you, unless you change and become like children, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven. Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven. Whoever welcomes one such child in my name
welcomes me.
‘Take care that you do not despise one of these little ones; for, I tell you, in
heaven their angels continually see the face of my Father in heaven. What do
you think? If a shepherd has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray,
does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one
that went astray? And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he rejoices over it more than
over the ninety-nine that never went astray. So it is not the will of your Father
in heaven that one of these little ones should be lost.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Prayer over the Gifts
Lord, Jesus Christ,
may our hearts be open to your love
our doors to friend and stranger,
our table to all whom you call to your supper,
and our lives to your risen life;
who are alive and reign, now and for ever. Amen.
Post Communion Prayer
Holy Father,
who gathered us here around the table of your Son
to share this meal with the whole household of God:
in that new world where you reveal the fullness of your peace,
gather people of every race and language
to share in the eternal banquet of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

