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Almighty God,
who sent your Holy Spirit
to be the life and light of your Church:
open our hearts to the riches of your grace,
that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit
in love and joy and peace;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Ezekiel 1. 1-5, 24-28
A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel.
In the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on the fifth day of the month, as I was
among the exiles by the river Chebar, the heavens were opened, and I saw
visions of God. On the fifth day of the month (it was the fifth year of the exile of
King Jehoiachin), the word of the Lord came to the priest Ezekiel son of Buzi, in
the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and the hand of the Lord was on
him there.
As I looked, a stormy wind came out of the north: a great cloud with brightness
around it and fire flashing forth continually, and in the middle of the fire,
something like gleaming amber. In the middle of it was something like four
living creatures. This was their appearance: they were of human form. When
they moved, I heard the sound of their wings like the sound of mighty waters,
like the thunder of the Almighty, a sound of tumult like the sound of an army;
when they stopped, they let down their wings. And there came a voice from

above the dome over their heads; when they stopped, they let down their
wings.
And above the dome over their heads there was something like a throne, in
appearance like sapphire; and seated above the likeness of a throne was
something that seemed like a human form. Upwards from what appeared like
the loins I saw something like gleaming amber, something that looked like fire
enclosed all round; and downwards from what looked like the loins I saw
something that looked like fire, and there was a splendour all round. Like the
bow in a cloud on a rainy day, such was the appearance of the splendour all
round. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord.
When I saw it, I fell on my face, and I heard the voice of someone speaking.
For the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 148. 1-4, 13-14
R:
Praise the Lord from the heavens;
praise him in the heights.
Alleluia.Praise the Lord from the heavens;
praise him in the heights.
Praise him, all you his angels;
praise him, all his host.
Praise him, sun and moon;
praise him, all you stars of light. R:
Praise him, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.
For his name only is exalted,
his splendour above earth and heaven.
He has raised up the horn of his people
and praise for all his faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near him.
Alleluia. R:

Matthew 17. 22-27
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening;
you have the words of eternal life. Alleluia!
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
The Lord be with you
And also with you.
Listen to the Gospel of Christ according to Saint Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said to the disciples, ‘The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into human
hands, and they will kill him, and on the third day he will be raised.’ And they
were greatly distressed.
When they reached Capernaum, the collectors of the temple tax came to Peter
and said, ‘Does your teacher not pay the temple tax?’ He said, ‘Yes, he does.’
And when he came home, Jesus spoke of it first, asking, ‘What do you think,
Simon? From whom do kings of the earth take toll or tribute? From their
children or from others?’ When Peter said, ‘From others’, Jesus said to him,
‘Then the children are free. However, so that we do not give offence to them,
go to the lake and cast a hook; take the first fish that comes up; and when you
open its mouth, you will find a coin; take that and give it to them for you and
me.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Prayer over the Gifts
Lord, Jesus Christ,
may our hearts be open to your love
our doors to friend and stranger,
our table to all whom you call to your supper,
and our lives to your risen life;
who are alive and reign, now and for ever. Amen.
Post Communion Prayer
Holy Father,
who gathered us here around the table of your Son
to share this meal with the whole household of God:
in that new world where you reveal the fullness of your peace,
gather people of every race and language
to share in the eternal banquet of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

